4     THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF WAR

in the autumn of 1914 was forced after ten months to
describe it as a War of Munitions*

The division of labour produced the professional
soldier; every advance in the military art and every
invention gave a new advantage to the nations which,
being the most proficient in agriculture and manufac-
tures and commerce, were therefore the wealthiest and
the best able to equip and support costly armies or
navies* In Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations the equip-
ment of military forces is treated at the beginning of
Book V* as an expense of the sovereign or common-
wealth, and one that is necessary and unavoidable, be-
cause " the first duty of the sovereign, that of protecting
the society from the violence and invasion of other
independent societies, can be performed only by means
of a military force/* But the expense, he adds, both of
preparing this force in peace and of employing it in war
has varied widely in different stages of society.

Thus among wandering tribes of hunters, such as
were the North American Indians, every man was
ready to fight for his life against other warriors with the
same weapons he employed against wild beasts for his
livelihood* A rude nomad society of this kind is at no
expense to equip its army or to maintain it in the field*

Among more advanced but still wandering nations of
shepherds like the Arabs and the old Tartar tribes there
is more distinction between peace and war* But every
man is still a warrior, and is prepared for war by his
ordinary exercises and pastimes* They all go to war
together* " Among the Tartars even the women have
been frequently known to engage in battle* If they
conquer, whatever belongs to the hostile tribe is the
recompense of the victory* But if they are vanquished